Woodstock Dinner, February 26, 1947

The Gaﬁhering and the Dinner

The Park Room of the Parkside Hotel in New York on the night of Feb=
ruary 26 was so crowded it reminded one of a third cluss compartment on
the E,I.R, railway at Hurdwer Melo time. The people who made up the crowd
had ae thing in common: all had attended, visited, or heard about Woodstoeci
Schools The occasion for the gathering of the ch n was the iJoodstock alumni
dinner celebrating the birth of the Woodstock Committee in America = an
organization composed of representatives from the foreign mission boards
cooperating in Woodstock to assist in handling the affairs of the school
in this country, The faithful had come to New York from necar and far, in
response to invitations sent out by Eunice Jones liathews and Catherine
Forman, Some of those present had come a long distonce to participatc in the
festivities. Ellen Stewart, for example, had” journcyed all® the way from
Montpelier, Vermont, while Fredericka Ahrons Cobren had forsaken ier southern
home” in Arlington, Tirginia, in order to be with tho group. Others like

Lucile Colvin and Mery Wright = both nurses in New York hospitals = traveded
only a few blocks by bus or subway in ordor to rcach theo Parksido,

After the initial exeitement at sceing again faces which had once boen
so familiar had abatod somewhat, the gathering sat down to a fkhana! of
satisfying proportions. Unfortunately, the chef of the Parkside had not been
introduced to the delicious intricecics of a Hindustani dinner so therc
was no curry and ricc, but the chiclken a la king proved a vory palatable
altarnckb ive. The Hindustani toueh lacking in the farc was partially sup-

licd by the table docorations, vhich consisted of ocarved olephm ts, peacock
gans, brass lotas, and Indian prints. Tho menu card did its best to acquaint
the cmigrants from Hindustan with thc unfamiliar American cuisinc by trans=-
lating the names of the various dishos into such itoms as 'Loharajoh ki
mafiq lurghi', 'Jabar hhot ko slu', end 'Dehra Dun ki valad!. Between courscs,
the master of cercmonics, Doug Forman, asked thet cach per son prescnt get
up, give his or her namc, and tell what he was doing at the presont time.
VWith a group as large os this, composcd as it was of over 83 eoglc, this
was an oxceglcnt meons of get%ing o good look at every individual prescnt

ond finding out what each was doin%. 4 four of the romarks made cvoked loud
laughter. ﬁuth Colvin, wheon asked by the mastor of cercmoniecs what she

was doing now, answorecd, '"Oh, I'm marriod.¥ Pog Formin Koys seomud o little
bit vaguc concerning her husband's work,

"fhat did you say your husband's job was, Peg?"
"I don't know what hc doos. Ho nover comos homo," admitted Pog rucfully.

The Foundation of a Woodstock Commitfee in U.S.A.

The dinner wos further cnlivenod by the singing of Woodstock songs.
Accompanied by Olive Clemes at the piano, the loyal alumni and friends of
Woodstock shook the waolls of the Perkside with their singing of "Joodstock",
"The Brown and Gold", ond other fandliar Woodstock songs which thoy had not
sung for a long, long times Thon, fortified by the execllont dinner, all
present leooned back in their choirs and prepa red to discuss the business of
the covening.

Tho mastér of ceromoniecs led off by reading out the nomes of the member o
of the newly=formed viocodstock Committec. Thoy aro:

Reve Jo LoRoy Dodds, India Sceretary of the Prosbytcrion Board

lirs. Ira Lioomow, rcprescntative from the Church of the Brethron

Rove Redfe Caldwell, Exccutive Scorctary of the United Presbytorian Board
Rev. Roland Scott, former prinecipal of Woodstock

The Woodstock Committcc was formed in rosporse to o long-folt ncod for
on organization in this country which would be conccrned solely with looking
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after the welfare of Woodstock, then he was in New York last fall, Robert
L, Fleming decided the time had come for action. With the assistance of
certain porsons on the Foroign liissions Conference staff - notably iiiss

Sue "Teddell and Dr, Da.glag . Forman = he drew up a plan for the formation
of a lioodsbock Committoc in America- On Februamry 26, just prcceding the
dinner, the Committec hue its first official mecting, What had been o bluce
print was now an aetivo orgamization. The memborship is composed of rep-
rosentatives from cach of the forcign mission boards, lethodist, Presby-
torian, United Presbytorian and Church of the Brethron, that cooperate
officially in the maintenance of the school, Each board appoints two or
moro represvntatives to the Committee, at lecast one of these being an oxce-
cutive scerctary of the board. The main functions of the Committeo will be:

1. To keop in close touch with thou Woodstock Board in India and the
WOSA scerctary in ordor thub the members and represcntative boards
may be fully informed of the nceds of the School,

o %o presoent those noeds promptly and offcctively to the represcntéive
oards.,

3« To recruit tcachors when the nced arises and to arrange for the
processing of all candidates who are not prospcetive appointces of
any particular representative board.

4., To securc funds from member boards for specific projects and to mcct
spoeifiic necds.

Letter from Dr. Fleming

Following tho announcement of the formation of the Toodstock Cormittec
by Mr. J.i. Mathows (Eunico Jones' husband) an open lctter from Dr. Fleming
to all thosc present was read by Mr. Loffatt. Dr. Fleming cxpressed his
rogret that the inflexibility of sailing schedules to India made it impos=-
ﬁéglﬁsggétgéﬁhgﬁ %E“E?%a%&fs %gﬁbtheﬂﬁogﬁggggﬁdcgﬁgi %gkgngosgggs%hhgohe
wag confident that this organization would contribute much toward a %%ggcr

ha

and better Woodstock., all thosc presont sharod Wir. Fleming's regret
he could not be there, for thoy would like to have given him in person a
measurce of the thanks he deserves for his scrvicce to Woodstocl.

. ,r. Roland Scott th@n said a few words about the statc of affairs ;
oxisting i Woodstock while ho was principal therc during the war. He strosscd
tho very desperate nccd for books and for funds to pay off tho large debt
resulting from sky-rocketing living costs in India.

Alurmi Organization in the New York irea

The next item on the agenda was consideration of the setting up of some
kind of an alumni organization in the Now York arca. The discussion on this
topic proved excoedingly lively. The master of ccremonies was kept hopping
trying to chamnel the flood of motions and suggestions from the floor in
onc direction, Among the nure rous suggestions made worc the following:

a separate alumni association be set up for the northeastorn soaboard; a
committoe be clected with the purposc of koeping in touch with the alurmni

in tho New York arca end scrving as a clearing housc for names md addressos;
o cormittec bo ostablished with the funotion of raising funds for YWoodstock
from alummi. The odds and onds whioh werc thrown into the pot of discussion
finally boiled and simmcroed down to the following result: in intur}m.com»
mittoe composed of five mombers was chosen. Thesc wore; Catherinc Fory&n,
Joc alter, Bunice Jones iiuthews; Leo Howard, and Beth MeGaw Santantonio,

This committee was assigned 5 duticss

1. Obtain thc nemcs ond addresscs of as many \foodstock alumni in this
country as possible and sond an up-to-doato list of thesc around at intorvals
to the alumni to keep Then informed of cach other's whoercabouts.
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2+ Got in touch with the Woodstook Old Students Association scerotary,

Miss Vora Morley, and find out how the now orgonization could bost
. Pit in with the activitios of WOSas

8+ Consider tho advieibility of having one nember of the interin come
nittoe scrve on the Woodstoek Committoc of umorica for the pPurpose
of keeping alumni informod of tho detivitics of the Comrdttec o %l
having on the Comnittee a person who had reeeived his schooling % ;
Woodstock, -

4. Roisc funds for wWoodstock from alwmni, aining particularly at eoting
the neods strossed by Mr. Scott: books, and funds to pay off t e dobti

Os Moke the arrangenents for a similar Woodstock dinnor a year frow now,

1.'Hos.:.rt of India"

With the evening woll along ond college books or young childron to got
back to for many of those prescnt, tho business of the mecting was quickly
brought to a closc., The last itom on the agenda was the showing of the now
techdicolor film with cormentary, "Hoart of India" madc by Honri Forger,

For half an hour, we who watchod werc transported back to India by scones so
- renlistically and artistically gortrayod that on¢ could hear tho oroak of

tho 'bail gari' creeping down' the dusty road and sricll the aerid snolke of
the burning ghat. The movie follows tho life of o village boy of the Uni ted
Provinees from his first contact with the inmerican wissionary whon tho doctor
sahib saves the life of his little sister, through the mission school, into
Forman College at Lahorc where the boy rcceives the training which he dedie
catus to the sorvice of India.

The sccond half of the 'doublo feature! was sconcs of Woodstoeck and the
Himolayo mountains, taken in technicolor by Dr. Emmet ilter, It is hard to
belicve thut wo onco acce ptod those broath=taking surroundings so casually,

The only regrot of the entire affair wos that still morc of you doodstodis
alumni caxld not have been thore to join in the good time. ie hopc you will
be able to como to next year's dimner: I think cverybody thore was astonished
at the large number of Woodstock alumni who live in and elosc to New York,
and how really very simple it was to arrange a gec-=togethor, Incidently,
everyone at the dinner was in a Very goncrous mood. When bowls werc passocd
around after the diumucr for those prescnt to coutribute whut They wished
to Woodstock and the now alumni organization, the cash and pledges taken in
totalled $207,50.

If any of you have quostions or suggestions conecorning the new organi=
zation, or - fond hopc = contributions To moke to it or to Woodstock, pleasc
address your lottors to any onc of the following: drs. Jamcs X, lintheows,

54 Morningside Drive, Now York, 25, W.Y.; Catherinc Forman, 33 Maplc aVC.,
lodison, W.Jd.; Joo wltor, 619 Kator Streot, Philadelphic 46, Pae; Lec Howord,
2214 Jefforson Strost, Bultimore 5, kde; krs. Kichaol Santantonio, 36=19 -
187th Stroct, Flushing, N,Y.

Our salaams to you,

The Provisional Committco for Wood=
stock .lumni in the New York “rea,



PERSCNS ATTENDING THE WOODSTOCK DINNER ON FEBRUARY 26, 1947
THE PARKSIDE HCTEL, NEW YORK CITY, N.Y,
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JsAlfred & Ruth Dudgeon Adams ~ I,Y.S. Ag. Expt. Sta., Cottage Rd., Poughkeepsie,
Erma F. Alley - haxwell Hall, 179 4. lash. Aveo, New Vork 32, N. Y. (MY,
Anna Lesta Allison - Rm 703, 156 5th fve-, New York 10, I,Y.

Bob Alter - 23% S, harket St., New Wilmington, Pa.

Joe &« Marian Alber - 819 Kabter St., Philadeiphia 47, Pa.

Dre Arnvp » Unitod Church cof Canada, 299 Gucen St., West, Toronto 2 B, CGanada
Elizabeth J. Beebe - 179 Ft. Washingion Aves, New York 32, N.Y.

Kathryne Bieri ~ 150 Fifth .we., Wew York il, L.Y.

Dre Re W, Caldwell - United Presbyterian Boara, L505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa.
liergaret Ahrens Castiglia - 15 Danbury €4.. S.W,, Washington 20, D.Cs

Hui Chen - Hewitt Hall, Barnard College, New York City

Rebecoa Timbres Clark = 827 WMilcoxscn ArTe, “ratrord, Conn.,

Olive Clemes - 242 West 10th St.,, Wew York. H.Y.

William Jlemes & Mrs. Clemos ~ 150 Stete $t., Albany, N.Y.

Fredericke Ahrens Cobrem « 4208 2né Rd., ¥ Arlington, Vas

Lucile Colvin = 1315 York Ave., Wew York 21, U, Y.

Ruth Colvin Davies « Rose Iree Rd., Roubte 52, kecina, Pa,

Alice Dodds = 181 Momtolair Ave., Monuclaiv, H.J.

Dr. & Mrs, J. LeRoy Dodde ~ 181 Momwclair lve., Monktolair, N.J,

Vida Flliott - P22 Downey Ave., Indisnapolis, Indiana

John & liartha Ferger ~ 231 Fast 70th Ssree, liew York 21, N, Y.

Alice M, Formin -~ 924 West Bnd Aves, New Vori 25, N.Y.

Catherine Forman - 33 Maple Ave,, lindiscn, N-Je.

Dr. Douglas N, Forman = 33 liaplo ave., Madiscn, N.Jde

Douglas (Jr.) & Ruth Forman - 13 Taill S8t-, West Haven, Conns

Hugh M, Forman - Theta Chi, Lafayette College, Taston, Pa.

Kenneth J. Forman - 33 liaple Ave., Madison, N.J.

Mrs. Roberc H, I, Goheen - 54 Morningside Drive, New York 25, N.Y,

Ralph & iiary Esch Greener - 1145 Louisa 9t.; Elizabeth 4, N.J.

4o Bdwin Harper, dre = o¢/o Mrs. Betty McGuirc, 2754 Broadway, New York 25, N.Y.
He leDonuld Harper - 82 Blair Hall;, Princeton University, Princeton, N. J,

Doris F. Harrington - 1473 Porham Ave., New York 55, HeY,

Revs sugust Helfers = 260 West 44th St., New York 18, N.Y.

Lee M. Howard - 2214 Jefferson St.. Baltinore 5, lida

Ire. & Mrs, Hugh Irwin =« Knox FHall, 6038 Wes% 122nd St,, New York Pl Na iy
William & Margaret Forman Keys - 297 4th Ave., Now York 10, N.Y.

Johm C¢ Lochlin -~ Eliot House H=51, Harterd Univerrity, Cambridge 38, Mass,

Mrs. Eduund D. Lucas « 451 Franklin St., Bloomficld; ¥.Jd.
Naney Blusnur lucas - 451 Feanlklin St.; Bioccrficld., Jeda
My. Albert F. Lutley = 306 Gwpsy Lune, Wynnewood, Pos
Mary E. Lutley = 306 Gypsy Lans, Wynnewood, Pa.

James K. & Eunios Jones Mathews =~ 54 licrningside Drive, New York 256, N.Y.

Dr. Hugh M, Milne - 600 Schaff Bldg,, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa

Dr. & Mres E, Marston Moffatt, Sr. =~ 220 St. James Place, Brooklyn, N,.Y,

E. Marston Moffatt ~ 18L Williams Sb., Glastonbury, Conna

Nanoy J. Hoffatt -~ 220 St, James Placs, Brocklyn, N.Y.

liro & Mrss Ira W. Moomaw =~ 156 Fifth Ave., Hew York 10, N.Y.

Miss Emma Morris - 413 Weat 46th St,, New Yerk 19, N.Y,

Myies J. & Laura Slater Mullipgaa - 1771 Dean Sts, brooklyn 33, N.Y,

Arline E. Picken - Home 70, Pilgrim State Hospital, Bremfwood, Long Is., N.Y.
Rebecea Wellons Rissmiller = 575 Willow Ave,, Fairlawm, N,J.

Charles C. Roadarmel « Granville, Chio

Kenaeta O. Rockey = 9 Kensinghton Park, Lynn, Moss,

Canrles Fa & Elossom Root ~ 235 East 49th Si., New York 17, N.Y,

Beth keGaw Santentonio = 36~19 167¢h Ut., Flushing, .Y,

.M1e & Mre. Roland Scott - 99 Clurmont Ave., New York 27, N.Y,

Filen R. Stewart = 39 Terrace Sh., hontpelier. Vte

Betvy Stuatz - Lawrence House, Smith College, WNorthampton, Mass. (OVER)



Larien Templeton = 343 Willis Ave., liineola, N.Y.

David R, Wilson & lirs. Wilson = River Island, Potterville, N.J,
Nary fright -

Theodore Re F. iright - Princoton Uniwersity, Princeton, N.dJ.

»
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